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Definition

A protected area is a clearly defined geographical space, recognised, 
dedicated and managed, through legal or other effective means, to 
achieve the long term conservation of nature with associated 
ecosystem services and cultural values. (IUCN Definition 2008)
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What is management effectiveness?

‘…the assessment of how well a protected area is being 
managed – primarily the extent to which it is protecting 
values and achieving goals and objectives’ 

(WCPA, 2006)





History

 Issue of management effectiveness was first raised at Bali World 
Parks Congress (WPC) in 1983 

 Further call for action at Caracas in 1992, where effective 
management was identified as one of four major protected area 
issues of global concern

 Independent systems developed during 1990s (PROARCA/CAPAS, 
Parks in Peril, various park management agencies)



 WCPA Working Group 1996 and Task Force 1998
 Publication of WCPA Best Practice Guidelines in 2000
 Revised Best Practice Guidelines in 2006





 Defines terminology
 Develops a framework of evaluation criteria
 Detailed advice on carrying out an assessment and using the 

results
 Case studies concentrating on the process of carrying out an 

evaluation



Management follows a process
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What has happened in 20 years?

• Over 60 tools have been designed

• Thousands of site level assessments and many PA system level 
assessments.

• Countries are using the MEA results

• Other countries discontinued the implementation

• International donors remain interested in MEA 



What do we want to happen in the Caribbean?

• Document what has been done in MEA (Gateway, JRC, TNC)

• Hold a workshop in June 2018

• Re-initiate the MEA in protected areas (pilots)

• Use results to improve management.

• Systematically make the MEA available online and for analyses at 
site, national and regional levels.

• The IUCN Green List of Protected and Conserved Areas Programme




